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This 90-minute online workshop showcases emerging research into two instances 

of online public deliberation on questions of how to respond to the climate 

emergency: the Devon Climate Assembly and the Global Climate Assembly. The 

talks will address the role of citizens’ assemblies in shaping climate policy, 

questions of scale in creating online deliberative mechanisms, and the use of 

citizens’ assemblies in creating cross-cultural dialogue on climate issues.  

 

The workshop will be of great relevance to those interested in environmental 

politics and in deliberative governance more broadly. All welcome!  

Access to the Zoom meeting can be obtained from Catherine Owen – please send 

an e-mail to C.A.M.Owen@exeter.ac.uk  

 
Dr Alice Moseley and Dr Fionnguala Sherry-Brennan, University of Exeter 

 
The majority of local authorities across the UK as well as the UK national parliament and 

devolved governments have, over the past two years, made official declarations of a climate 

and environmental emergency. Legislation was introduced in 2019 committing the UK to 

reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions to ‘net zero’ by 2050. Public engagement is seen as crucial 

to achieving this target, and there has been increasing interest in and use of citizen’s assemblies, 

citizen’s juries and other deliberative mechanisms to involve the public in discussions about 

how public authorities should respond to the climate emergency and meet their net zero targets.  

 

In this seminar we discuss the case of the Devon Climate Assembly, which took place in a large 

and predominantly rural County in Southwest England. The Climate Assembly was held over 

two months in June and July 2021, comprising 11 meetings – a total of 25 hours of learning, 

dialogue and deliberation - with the aim of informing the Devon ­­Carbon Plan, which will set 

out how Devon can achieve net-zero carbon by 2050 at the latest.  The assembly involved 70 

randomly chosen citizens who were broadly representative of Devon’s wider population, and 

https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/citizens-assembly/
https://globalassembly.org/
mailto:C.A.M.Owen@exeter.ac.uk


was held online, due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. The research team are currently evaluating the 

process and stakeholder perceptions of it, and in this seminar we will share early findings from 

interviews and surveys conducted with assembly members and those who commissioned and 

steered the process.  The research seeks to increase understanding about the role that citizen’s 

assemblies can play in local climate policymaking, and the challenges and opportunities 

presented by public deliberation in an online setting. 

 

Dr Xuan Qin, Fudan University 

 

The Global Assembly is a deliberative innovation that aims to bring citizens into discussions 

of the problem of climate change, as well as to create a new bottom-up global governance 

infrastructure. It consists of weekly assemblies and discussions from October to December 

2021, amongst 100 participants from different cultural and linguistic backgrounds. The 

participants are chosen by lottery to represent the global population and get into direct 

conversation with one another using live translation. What is more interesting is that the core 

project team and the participants are connected through 100 local communities, which can scale 

up the conversations. Dr Xuan Qin joined the project in July 2021 to facilitate organization in 

the China cluster, including the recruitment, translation, experimentation and so on. Dr Qin is 

particularly interested in how the design of the project integrates both "global" and "local" 

dimensions in order to solve the problem of scale in deliberative mechanisms. She will be 

conducting research with participants during the event and her presentation in this workshop 

will discuss her initial findings and impressions. 
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