Disability in Namibia: Religious and Cultural Perspectives

3rd — 4th pecember 2020

Day 1: Thursday 3" December Windhoek Time (GMT +2)

10:00 Welcome from the Exeter-UNAM Project Team — Prof Louise Lawrence (Exeter)
and Prof Gert Van Rooy (UNAM)

10:15 Ice-breaker — bring an object or discussion piece to introduce your Experience
of Disability/Disability issues

11:15 Break

11:30 Roundtable discussion of Disability Experiences, Statistics, and Activism led by
Mr Daniel Trum, Chairperson of the National Federation of People with
Disabilities in Namibia. Q&A.

12:30 Lunch break

13:30 Disability and Religion — Stigma and Marginalisation. Prof Louise Lawrence
(Exeter) will discuss ‘Ableism and the Bible’. Prof Charlene Van Der Walt
(KwaZulu-Natal) will demonstrate how the Bible can be used to tackle
marginalisation through an approach called Contextual Bible Study. Q&A.

14:30 Break

14:45 Disability and Culture. Dr Cynthy Haihambo (UNAM) will discuss her research
on disability and culture in Southern African contexts. Dr Helen John (Exeter)
will discuss her research on attitudes to disability in Owambo proverbs. Q&A.

15:45 Break

16:00 KEYNOTE ADDRESS by Honourable Alexia Manombe-Ncube, Deputy Minister
for Disability Affairs, Government of the Republic of Namibia. Q&A.

17:00 Closing remarks and informal discussion.

17:30 End.

See over for Day 2...



Day 2: Friday 4*" December Windhoek Time (GMT +2)

10:00 Welcome from the Exeter-UNAM Project Team — Dr Elina Amadhila (UNAM)
and Dr Helen John (Exeter)

10:15 Disability, Health and Development — Dr Elina Amadhila (UNAM) and Prof Gert
Van Rooy (UNAM) will discuss how religious and cultural impacts relate to
health and development. Q&A.

11:15 Break

11:30 Roundtable discussion on Promoting Inclusivity — Dr Aune Victor (UNICEF), Ms
Natasha Maritz (UNDP), Ms Rachel Shiweda (GIZ). Q&A.

12:30 Lunch break

13:30 Challenging Disability Marginalisation through Contextual Bible Study. Prof
Louise Lawrence (Exeter) will lead a contextual Bible study to demonstrate
how biblical texts can be used to challenge discriminatory attitudes and
promote inclusion. Q&A.

14:30 Break

14:45 Disability, Religion and Culture in Southern Africa: Learning from Other
Contexts. Dr Sinenhlanhla Chisale (Midlands State University, Zimbabwe) will
discuss her research on disability in Zimbabwe. Dr Masauso Chirwa (University
of Zambia) will discuss his research on disability in Zambia. Prof Charlene Van
Der Walt (KwaZulu-Natal) will discuss her research on disability, gender and
embodiment in South Africa. Q&A.

15:45 Break
16:00 Closing remarks and informal discussion.

17:00 End.



