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Century of Immigration brings
to life the individual stories of 
the people who risked everythi
to start new lives in the United 
States, Canada and Australasia 
between 1800 and 1924. 

Available online for the fi rst timetimet time
unique primary source diariees, e
personal letters, oral historiees and e
journals narrate the vivid reaalities foa
migrants as they travelled and the a
challenges of fi nding emplooyment ao
setting up home. 

Correspondence, reports and logbgg oan
from government agents, ooffi  cials ando
shipping companies providde the conted
to this fascinating chapter of history andnn  
original watercolours and pphotographs s s p
illustrate the migration expperience.p

Grouped by key themes foor ease of naaavigationoo , thththhisisisis o
essential multi-archive collectionol  allowws ss studennnntstststs aaaandndndnd 
researchers to conduct in-depth social, pooolililitititicacc l annnddd-
humanitarian study into all aspects of miggiggrarararattit on.a

Key Themes include 
   Motives for migration – from poverrty, pererererseecucucucutittt onn andndndnd 

forced migration to assisted passagges,,,, eeeempmpmpmplolololoymymymymeentttt
opportunities, family circumstancess, ppollitical 
motivation and religious freedom

   How emigration ports were organiseededed aaandndnd 
departures arranged

   Shipping line involvement with the eemigraaatititit onon bbboooo mmmm

  Conditions at sea mmodation, f – accommodation, ccommodation ffooodododd,,, didididisesesesease, foo
grhyygig ene, entertainment and class segregatione

 of Opportunitiesess for (and exploitation f) iimmmmmmmigigigigrararaantnn sf)

  on o The eff ectstsss oooof fff govevv rnment legislatio  on migrgrgrratatattion

 RRReaeaeaactctctctioioioions ttto o o o imimimimmimmm grrata ion l an from loca and 
iini didididigegegegennonn usususus ppppopopopopululuu ataaa ions

 of IndTTTThehehehe eeeempmpmpmplolololoymymymymenenenentttt and repatriation o I dian 
and dd ChChChininineseseseee inininindedededennntured labourers

  elationRRRReleleligggioioioiousuuu , ethnnnicicic aand community re a ns
withhhhinininin i igii rant populations

 s of seOOOOnward ettltlt emememmenenenentttt

Collection Highlights include
 RRRRarararare eee prrinininnteteteted ddd books,sss ppppammmphletts and corresponooo dence 

on Chinininesee e and Japanese immmmmmiggggrarrr tiionooo to o o o ththththe 
Unnnnititittededed SSSStattt tes

   CoCoCoConvnvnvnvicicicictttt shshshshiipipippingngg llogs to Austtralia during the 1850505050s

  Dettttailed coorrrrrrespondenenennce andd middd-n-n-nininnneteteteentntntn hhh cececec ntntnttururururyyyy
waaaatetetetercolououursrr  showingngngng cooondndnditititiiiioioionsnsnsn iiinnnn ttthe departr ure 
popopoortrtrtt oooof ff LiLiLiveveveverpooooooolll

  Oral histories of lililiife oooonnnn thhhe eee LoLoLooweeerrr EaEaEaastststt SSSSidididide,e,e,e NNNew Yorrrkkk
innnn the eeearaa lylyly tttwewewentntntn ieeethththth ccccenenentututt ryy

  TTThe McMMM RoR berts PhPhPhotographphph CColollllelelection (c.1.1.18484840-0-0-0-1919191970707070))))
docucucuc memementing famomomousuu  shihihih ppppppp ininini g g g g lililinenenessss tototoo ccccaraa ryryry 
emiggggraraantntnt ttttrararaaffi ccc

   Government correspopopondencee frororom ththhhe e e NaNN tiiiiononono alaaa  
Archhhivivives, UK (COCC  38488 ) ) ) chchcharararrtittt nnnngngngn  Britititiishhhh emmmiiigration to 
theee UnUnUnitititi ededede  Staaatett s,,, AAAAususustrtrtraaala asiaa and Canada and thhhee
momoovvvememm nt of indentured Asiaan labouoo re

he    Th letters and diaries of Alexande
843-1914),(18  employed to oversee Scottish
migration and defi ne the Canada-Alaska borderimm

-sized  Full rigginnnng,g,g,g,gg ddeck, sail anananannddddd caaaaaabibbbbb n plans
emigrantt shipspspspspfofofor r r eee

Discover the motives, 

aspirations, realities and 

personal hardships for European 

and Asian migrants during the 

great ‘Century of Immigration’. 

  Over 35 million people migrated to 
the US between 1820 and 1924

  Nearly 900,000 Asian immigrants 
came to the US before 1924

  160,000 British convicts were 
transported to Australia between 
1787 and 1867

  By 1921 nearly 5 million Canadian 
inhabitants were originally from 
Great Britain

  New Zealand’s immigrant population 
increased by an average of 7% a year 
between 1871 and 1916

  Sourced from historical US, Canadian, Australian and 
New Zealand immigration and census data

Interactive Research 
Essential for classroom eengagement,e  thihiihis s ss cocococolllllecececectitititionononon 
is enhanced by a number of unique researchchhch aaandndndnd r
teaching tools:

  Discover how migratioon to the United SSStatataatetetetes,sss CCCCananananadadadadaaao
Australia and New Zeaaland changed ovvver timmmeeee ususususiiiinga
the interactive migratiion map (i illustrateteteted)d)d)d)

 Experience how early twentieth ccccenenenentutututuryryryry iiimmmmmmmmigigggraaantntnt y 
families in New York’ss Lower East ttt SiSiSiSidededede livvvvedededed uuuusisisisingngngng s
two interactive tenemment apartmeeeentntntntssssm

 Explore a Victorian emigrant ship throughhhh ththththeee em
Star of India interactive deck plans (iv illululuuststststrarararateteteted)d)d)d)

Learn the importance of Grosse Île quarantine islanddd ce
to Canada’s immigration story a
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historical US, Canadian, Australian and 
New Zealand immigration and census data
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