
Challenge 1. 
Challenges in Trust in Models 

Models are indispensable in many areas of public and private sector decision making. But for a 
variety of reasons both scientists and decision makers may not fully trust the projections yielded 
by these models. On the one hand, there may be residual scientific uncertainty about the accuracy 
of the models themselves as these necessarily incorporate idealisations and exclude potentially 
relevant factors and because available evidence may be too sparse or indirect or of poor quality to 
discriminate between rival models. And on the other hand, decision makers may not fully 
understand how the models work or may be using them to support novel interventions and so be 
unsure about how they should be applied.  This session will address the question of when models 
and the projections they support should and should not be trusted, how scientists can assess and 
communicate their level of confidence in their models as well as how they can build confidence 
in them, and how decision makers might calibrate their decisions to their degree of trust in the 
model projections on which these decisions depend.  
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